! ’ ‘ ¥
in his ‘memory. He is the only
priest- buried in that cemetery, |

Father Sullivan was assisted a
various times by Fathers H. Rein
hart, in 1871, and Augustine More},
and Thomas /Ackley in 1873, anyg
J. A. Butler in 1882. i

The Rev. W F. O. Mahoney wag
here briefly in the fall of 1883, a
Fathers A. J.:Gerhard and P.- ;
Knox assisfed ' the parish in thy
summet iof 1883. aRD ,
-, .. 'First Baptism = . |
" The Rev. Mathias J. Ward per.
formed his first baptism in. St
Thomas. church on July 8, 1883
|He performed his last baptism ot
March 3, 1915, and died on Marcl-;
31 that same year. 7 |

Born Jan, 17, 1847 in Eden, Fond
du Lac county, he was ordained at

the'age of.: Dec. 22, 1872, And,
almost 120y ‘to the day after
his ordinaf Father Ward .was
to face on@¥ef ‘the greatest tragelﬂ

220

iital* V0o s Mo

; itudied ' for the
priesthood at St¥Francis seminary
at St. Francis, fWis., and was or-
dained by* Bishop John Martin
Henni. He wasi8ent to the Beloit
%grish 11 years later from Benton,
18‘ ‘ . Aot 3 i . N
Just two days: before Christmas
\in the year 1884,.St. Thbomas
‘church was destroyed by fire. The'
fire is said to. have originated in
‘the house -east of the church, for.
ymerly occupied - by’ the - teaching
'sisters, but at that time being
rented for a boarding house. The
house was mnearly consumed by
flames and the church roof was
gblaze when' volunteer firemen
arrived. § R N Y
| Despite the efforts of the fire-
'men and citizens, the church was
|gutted, and only the statutes of the

'were. saved.

‘Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph

Parishioners Dejected

The * heroic pastor was heart-
Ibroken and dejected as were the
weeping - parishioners. The story
lis ‘told that the' fire made Beloit
{realize that it needed & regular
paid fire department, " v !
‘The . yolunteers pumped’ the fire
wells and all neighboring cisterns
dry, and,had the church fire near-
ly under control when the water
supply was ' exhausted. Firemen
were, so disgusted that they heaved
snowballs into the blazing ruins. .

The colored peoplé of the com-
munijty, who had migrated here
from the : South . and its slavery
during the Civil war period, - of-
fered the use of ‘their hall for
services on Christmas day. A
short time later, Hanchett’s hall,
which still stands at the corner of
State and Broad sts.,, was pre-
pared as a place to celebrate the
holy sacrifice of the mass. It was
at this''same hall ‘ that Lincoln,
years earlier, made, his " famous

‘Beloit appearance. . -

Pictured here in the pulpit of Beloit’s Church of St. Thomas
the Apostle, is the Rev. Thomas A. O'Reilly, who has served
the church as pastor for the past 20 years, and under whose
direction the church has progressed rapidly. The oldest
Catholic parish in Beloit, St. Thomas’s was founded in 1853.

. Destruction of the first church by fire in 1884 was followed

by the erection'of the present edifice, which is pictured at
right as parishioners leave a late Sunday morning Mass.
The structure has been completely redecorated inside, and
a new altar has been installed. The exterior has been sand
blasted to restore the brick and masonry to its original ap-
pearance. The job was only partly completed when the pic-
ture was made. Curate of St. Thomas’s from 1903 to 1909 was
the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Joseph E. Hanz, (inset) who, founded
St. Jude’s parish on the west side because of the growing
Catholic population in Beloit. There are about 5,800 Cath-
olics in Beloit now. St. Thomas’ membership is 2,600; St.
plengs Jude’s, 2,800, and St. Paul’s 400.




:

SRR

Parish Ends in May




67

Daily News
Photos
by
Bill Behling

Hbodéd

Dick Hansen, 11, ;

Father O’'R

for protection against dust, Bill Wright is pice
tured sand blasting the church to wear off dirt.

gets a playful jostling administe:ed in
eilly’s typical friendly manner.




shows the Rev. Mathias J. Ward, pastor

This picture, which is about 50 years old,
of St. Thomas’s from 1883 to 1915, at the State an d Grand intersection.



Above is the interior of the church as it now appears. The new altar is of white oak and has a German cérved

crucifix. Also new are the side altars. Muralshave been retouched, and a new floor installed. -

’
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3 By Minnie Mills Enking
AS!O gold coin offered by a
n Presbyterian friend of the
t Rev. Mathias J. Ward was the
d first contribution to a fund for re- '
buildding St. Thomas' Catholic
church after the terrible fire of
0 1884 which consumed the first
f stone church of the oldest Catho-
q lic parish in Beloit. The fund
grew in the months that followed,
and a new stone church was erect.
’ ed on the same East Grand ave,
site in 1885.

The Hon. Benjamin Brown,
grandfather of the late Dr. E. B.
Brown, was also among the first

r Protestants to call on Father Ward
< to offer sympathy and encourage-
:; ment, and to urge him to accept the
1 burden and carry on.
. While funds were being raised
and the new church under con-
struction, mass was celebrated on
- week days, and marriages and
baptisms were performed in the
; rectory.
h The young priest disposed of his
horse and buggy, a gift from his
father when he came to Beloit,
and left Beloit on a temperance
lecture tour. Proceeds from the
lectures were destined for the
;‘ church building fund.

On March 23, 1885, J. J. Pier- T_“‘“ wark o
ron, Patrick Fitzgerald and Fa- time activiti
r ther Ward met as a board of di- :' S‘]- ?-m”']‘
2 rectors {0 name an advisory com- Wise) Jewe
t mittee which “l’DLlld assist ir}; mak- Harry Gupton, Jr., Mrs. Dan Kelley (staff member Mrs. Lucretta Gantt, Kathry

- ing splans for rebuilding  the
1 church. Thomas Moran, L.

4 &

T

PR e SRR 50 i RiTesy + T 1953"
BELOIT (Wis.) DAILY NEWS, MONDAY, APRIL 20, 1953
L

s s

|

\2

E-." sy

-

. reler Claver house, un intec racial organization supported by Catholics to provide leisure
for all races and faiths in Beloit, is di rected by the Rev. Roman A. Wiedholz, an assistant
church. He is pictured here teaching a Bible clas:
en, Annette Davis, Mrs. Charles Van Elverdinghe (staff member), Ochi M a e Golden,

'm Simmons, Marlene
Edwards, Elizabeth Simmons and Dale Edwards. (EDN photo by Behling)

Comningtinm and 7. G chkhpﬁ]‘ conducted his work to the satis- In the years before he came to ing of St Thomas’ church, witk
A oha &0l >

- faction of evervone, and when it Beloit, Father McBride served the
were Dbamed to the committee, was decided in 1908 that a new Cathedral parish of the archdio-
¥ church was needed on the west cese in Milwaukee, and was one diction
tary. side of Beloit, Father Hanz was of the youngest priests ever called O'Reilly

and Wickhem was made secre-

When the board and committee

parish communion at masses, =
jubilee dinner, and solemn bene-
in the evening. Father
celebrated the solemn

met in June, they decided  to selected to do the organizing. to administer the affairs of this high mass, and Monsignor Joseph

build a new church on the same

through his untiring efforts, he important parish. A lover of liter- Barbian, Milw
established  St. Jude's church, ature and music, Father McBride

aukee, delivered the

omas Church Was Built in 1885 After
. Fire; Many Advancements Oceur Since That Time

site at a maximum cost of $§14,-
000. The plans of J. J. Egan, Chi-
cago architect, were accepted la-
ter that month,

Pierron was the only person to
disagree with a suggestion that
the old walls be torn down imme-
diately. The directors and com-
mittee retaliated by voting that
Pierron be authorized to employ
help and superintend the razing
of the ruins

The building was nearing com-
pletion in the fall of 1885 when
George H. Hess & Co. was author-
ized to install two furnaces at a
cost of $800. The furnaces were
“‘guaranteed to heat 70 degrees in
all kinds of weather,” according
to notations in the director’s min-
ute book. The Messrs. Winslow
and Rosenburg were engaged to
install a tin roof “‘of the best qual-
- ity for $6.50 a square.”

No mention is made in the min-
ute book of the completion nor
dedication of the church! How-
ever it is known from one of the
priest’s notations that the congre-
gation which supported the build-
ing of the new church numbered
about 1,000 members. :

The house which had once
served as a convent was not re-
"built, since the new church cov-
ered portions of the lot on which
the convent had been located.
The rectory, a dwelling brought
down from the “college bluff,”
was improved during Father
Ward's time and still stands =~ 3+

* part of the present rectory* g
7 of the church.
L LR S N
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built the church edifice, a rectory, was said to have possessed the
Brother Dutton school and a con. ability to “‘combine the adminis-

vent.

All Beloit mourned when Father clesiastical duties.” He was cre- E. Hanz,

Ward died in Beloit General hos
pital, March 31, 1915. The fron
page obituary appearing the fol

lowing day in the Beloit Daily on a sound business basis.

sermen. J. H. Crowley was foast-
master at the dinner. Speakers in-
cluded the Hon, Lorenzo Rosenthal
tration of secular affairs with ec- Mrs. Arthur Walsh, Father Josept
and fhe Hon. John D
- dited with reorganizing the finan- Wickhem, justice of the Wisconsin
t cial affairs of the- church organi- Supreme court.

- zation, and establishing the parish Celebrant of the benediction was

Monsignor J. J. Clark of St. Fran.
News, reported that Father Ward The only curate to serve here ojs seminary, and the Rev. Thomag
died while undergoining surgery under Father MeBride, was the O'Shaughenessey, Boscobel, gaye
for a brain abscess which he had Rev. Raymond J. Mahoney, who the sermon. A purposeful statement
suffered for two years. A few left Beloit in 1928 to assume the

days later, huge crowds jammed pastorate of the Evensville church.
the church and street outside for At the same time they  welcomed

is funeral.

on the program for the observance
read. “For church and country,

ay we ne forsake th i
the Rev. A. F. Leist, members of gro i cror forsake the God o

L our pioneers, builders of the tem-
Coming here in April, 1915, the the congregation presented Father le.’P

ev. J. F. Ryan ministered the Mahoney with a purse of money
needs of the parish until late in and other gifts.

1920. He was replaced by the Rev

The day of Father Ulik's depar-

& S ture marked the day of the Rev.

] John F. Nolan's arrival. Fath
S. J. Dowling, Father Dowling IN January, 1923, during the Rev. ey er

served the church for three years,

Sy Nolan was transferred to
C. F. McBride's appointment

! Madison Aug. 20, 1941, and later
before the Rev. C. F. McBride here, E. A. Netzinget was elected

received his Beloit assignment. secretary, and J. H. Crowley,
The Rev. A. F. Leist succeeded treasurer, of the congregation. J.
Father McBride in 1928. He was H. Hayes was made

replaced by the Rev. T. A. O’Reil
ly. the present pastor.

While in Beloit, Father Ryan Lathers, and J, Dewey Rosenthal,
celebrated the silver jubilee of his Later that year, William Quinn re-
ordination to the priesthood at St. placed Netzinger as secretary, and
Francis Seminary in 1894. He held Netzinger was made treasurer. A 5, 1950, w
the chair of English at the sem- janitor was hired for $35 per mounth
inary for 18 years hPl'gr coming (in summer and $50 per month in
to Beloit. His faithful parishioners 'winter,

presented him with a new car and
a purse of money at a celebration
held in the Knights of Columbus
hall. The Rev. George J. Hege-
man, his assistant, organized
much of the observance.

became a chaplain in World War
II. He was replaced by the Rey.
) Francis E. Dougherty, who seven
assistant years later was appointed to a par-
treasurer. Boasd members Were jsh in Doylestown, Wis., June 10,
E. A. Daley, T. J. Kelley, E. J. 1948,

He was succeeded by the Rev.
James G. Kramer, who served the
parish from June 10, 1948 to Sept.
hen he was appointed as-
sistant superintendent of Catholic
schools-in the Madison diocese,

L - * * *

£




I‘HINGS settled down to nmormal
after the church was rebuilt

nd no exciting events were re:| ||

orded for a few  years, aside}
rom Father Ward's fiery temper-
ince lectures ‘which were the talk
f - the country‘,‘in the pre-prolnbx-
ion-era.
"Active orgamzatlons in the par-
sh in the '80’s included the Cath-
lic Knights, Ladies Aid -society,
League of the Sacred Heart, Cath- -
lic Reading circle, ‘and the Court
f Catholic Lady Foresters. Fath-
sr Ward 'was director ‘of the'
“atholic Knights of Wiscohsin.
Records of the ,Meneely  Bell
Co.. 'Troy, N. Y., show that' the
3,000 pound church bell was ship-’
ped ‘to Beloit from the foundry on
July 30, 1889, and presumably in-
stalled .in. the' tower a’ short time
later. It wasn’t until 1946, how-

sver, that an electric bell ringing-

system, including an angelus rin-
ger and funeral toller. was . instal-
led.

tigate the cost of installing elec-

- Father Ward was asked to inves-|

Father Ryan's transfer  t St.)

Patrick’s church = in Janesville
created qulte a furor among
agishloners and others in the city.

deanery came as'a surprise,‘and
parishioners  circulated * petitions
which were presented to Arch-
{bishop Messmer,iurging that - the
priest ° remain " in" his ‘ present
charge.’ Personal letters from lead-
ing. Protestants were" also sent to
ithe archbishop, " ¢ o)

The popular priest: was respon-
ible for launching an effort' to.
stablish' ‘a ' schagl, ' promoted' ef-
orts to win the first' World, war,

as- active in'Red Cross work, was|

2 member 'of! ‘Rotary club’ and the;
‘Thamber  of Commerce,” and 'par-|
Jicipated:
‘ments, according to ‘an old news-
‘baper. clipping.

| .The Rev. SylVester J Dowlmg,
ho was appointed to the Beloit
Pamsh from 1920 to 1923, and his
dsuccessor, the Rev. C.'F. McBride,
who ' stayed in Beloit: ‘five years,
were classmates. b

Father/ Dowling Was transferred

tric' lights 'in Jantary, 1894, the| f0 @ Ragine parish: in 1923 to re-

year John S. Kinney was named |

secretary, and Wickhem, ' treas-
urer, 'of the board of directors.
That  March, ' the Beloit Electric
Plant, representﬁad by ‘G. L. Cole,
manager,” was hired to -install. 59
lamps and five switches a! a cost
of $134.90. The  changes and re-
pairs' were made in. the: ﬁectory at
a cost of $1,300.

'John J. Riordan, Who Nater. be-
came Beloit’s 'postmaster, was:
elected 'treasurer rof the 'church
board 'in 1896. By 1900, the parish
had 'saved: enough money - to 'en-
gage ‘the Associated Artists of
Milwaukee ‘to do the' frescoe work
on the church, William Quinn was
elected secretary of the board in
1903. Charles Bush took over the
office in 1909. Further repairs and
1mprovements on the rectory were
voted in 1913, when the board de-
cided to borrow a corporate note
for $1,500 to cover the cost.

"In a history of the church writ:
ten by, the late Miss  Catherine

place a priest: who had been the
center of a factional. fight in’the
parish for nearly twoyears. The
Racine priest succeeded Father
MeBride, who was' sent on. to ‘Be-
loit. Father Dowlmg was' a chap-
lain at the ‘state prison,- Waupun,
and' was- an authonty oq‘"‘pnson'
welfare.

Burns, it is noted that ‘“‘Father
Ward ‘personally instructed . all
children of the parish, and insist-

ed that they take a pledge, whgn\

réceiving their first Holy Com—

munion, to' 'refrain from - tasting l

any 'intoxicating liquor untﬂ they

were 21, ,
Sk kK

T

Father Mathlas J Ward pastor
of St. Thomas' Catholic. church’
in the years _precedlng and’ fol-’
lowing' the turn of the ‘century,
i was : instrumental  in rebuilding -

the  church, . after the, original
~stone: chuxch was destroyed by |
“fire in 1884. Hé was knownas
one. of the greatest temperance
leaders of the faith, -~

promotion to the seat of the|

in' ‘many ‘civic  move-

NE of the® presentf agsi tanmf
‘the Rev. John W. Collins| ‘came
0 St Thomas s-churchi it'om: Gfan@i
Michr;»r-gVI 723, 51950,

(<Father McBride Tadded a spec-
ial children’s mass to the’'Sunday O
services, and adults attending the
mass ‘were assessedi 10 cents per, Rap1 381
’
T iy Vi Ses Prompied by!a. deep inerest in!
music Father Collinsl ‘has institus’

tember, 1923, the congregation de- | ‘ted: ’ A
¢ided ' to'. sell their Liberty bonds tﬁ the‘once-m‘vﬂi;ﬁigrfedhh b
and: payifoff a note held on the. He (x:l%ngrzlg:ec et stheg cgnpee o Hoi‘
Broad' st. school property., With ©€ % W e gr’égrt ﬁu n
money taken from cash and, gen- 2 though it ‘were’a gréat,th ge
eral funds they paid off the $5 000; ¢hoir, in singing the mass in
note. and"the interest, and' then:# and in singing hymns. ;
considered selling the property.’ ‘Shortly after. his ordina
- The 'Broad -street, property was. second- curate, " the ‘Reyi'
considered undesirable as a school ‘A. ' Wiedholz, /came'"ta;*Beloi
site because 'of ' the:!traffic = ‘and’June 13, 1952.* Amon|
| the distance pupils would have to other parish duties,’h dlreq §" -the
ltravel ‘to school. ~The following work and/téaches; Bi siat

year, = the archbishop - came' to “St. Peter Claver ~house thl
Beloit to look gver the property onave., ‘an inter-racial hou
the southeast corner of "Keeler ed'by' the Ble5sed Mart,

and ' Nelson ‘aves., which the con-:Madison, !5

gregation wasthconmdermg for a ' In hre§8ﬁt }‘ear ‘5t % '11'%:0

school site, with a view of moving *paris as gwen ‘severa
the church to that same location. members o the priesthood, mél'id-
While' here, ; during - his:; visit, he: ing the Rev. James' Breton,vJoseph
was also queried on the possibility S. Stier, Thomas *Cif Lourim:*; d
of constructing a ‘public “hospital ‘Gordon Hugheél Young: wome
for the cnéy, and fthete;lnla.t'g(i:n%haimld the tpatrxsl]; who haw(:l entge&i the

incorporating,. ‘o e Catholic vents to becomenuns: include’:
cemetery as Calvary.cemetery. - Misses Mary" Shea, ‘Catherine* Reﬁ;
With the archbishop’s ' approval, gan, ' Elizabeth Hauser, __,.L"YII o
' the parish decided to purchase the Resletr; Alice Brewer; ».Antomette
| Property, and to sell the Broad st. Chekouras, P-atricia Schaefer)
property, however'the latter pro-.Mary Magner;: Dprothy Blrley',ag
perty was not sold until years 1a- Joan Gosline.’ :
ter. Eventually the land in: ' the

Church offlcers, consulter;s

and}
qhool |

disposed of. ‘
‘In 1926, - the pamsh msta]led architects to’ dlscuss the gl
steam heat . and in 1928, ‘while ‘of ;a4 school and convent'ilf&j.pm.
Father Leist was here, remodeled, Members of ‘this: “,group i ded:
the church baSement into"a: meet*‘Kelley, .Rosenthal BEADE

ing and dmmg’ hall “with @ com- ],McNeany, Crowle

gles, apphed French style, and +a-school’ bulldmg plansn'wer
new ‘cross was erected on the tow- Jistandstill for severalmye
‘er! ' Records’; show ' that " Father; 1945, the ‘parish raisedia’ memerl ]
Leist and his’ parlsh’undex‘went a fund in honétVof Father-0’ Reilly 8
series: of ups and’ ‘downs in' their silver jubileg,of his ordination, and
plans for' a school. The matter was the fund was: mcorppratedv “intoy
not settled ‘until' years, later, fol- the school building' ThdNn” 194
lowing - Father O’Rexlly’s appomt- an area opposite: the Summlt avy’
ment e playgrounds .was purchasedflaﬁ.‘f
Fide iide * ik . school site for $25,000.. Constructlo
BORN in. Chlcago, Father O'Reil- of the'$200,000{'school: »wag ‘begu)
ly attended grade school af'St. n 1949. The congregation supp rte
John’s Cathedral *in: Milwailkee, 2 house 'to house fundldrlva,gv
His, high" school, philosophy: and $102,052 in August of that year:¥
theology studies were' undertaken The modern school opened
at .Marquette' Academy,  Milwau- Classes’ in September, ,
kee, and ‘St. Francis: Seminary,iat Sisters of the Congregatio
St, Francis, Wis. He was. ordained Aghes'as 'teachers. The siste
at the seminary Oct. 28,1920, and i a house east of the ‘church
- offered his first holy mass Oot. 31, . Intermediate.'.and #high- sc
at St. John's Cathedral.’ - /i %1, gradesiare now housed:’
| Feb. 1, 1921, he was appointed to school, with the high school clas
St., Joseph’s church in Fond "du supported jointly, by’
| Lac:  He * was  appointed ~to St. and St. Jude’s parishe
| Thomas’  Aquinas church’in, Mil- On Sunday, May 10," the parish
| waukee, For:more than two’ yets will celebrate: 1ts i centenmaln'
before his' Beloit appointment,he
| was assigned to 'the Iloly Mother
of Consolatmn church }n Qregon,
Wis. .
‘ Father 0’ Rellly s fn'st assistant,
‘the Rev.'S. J. Ulik, arrived‘a year ¢
‘later,” and Jutly”

communion,:
Bishop' Wllham P.0’Connor

the 'Madison dlo‘:ese,\under‘whl‘
the .church now functmns mﬂl&co

duct the solemn u:losingn.

p.my

+1936. i - Sunday afternoon"Furthe “detail

In 1935, the parlsh celebrated concerning the . event, will bé

' the golden Jublxee of the rebulld-\ nounced later thlS mon

f L
i . L e i T
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" The first young mem'tg'. be graduated from Beloit college, a struggling instjtutton founded a few years
before, received their diplomas in -special exercises held in July of 185k The trio,” shown above,
were Joseph Collie, William C. Hooker and Stephen D. Peet. The centennial class to receive diplomag

. - Sunday afternoon will approximate 200 men and women. - AR
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